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« 931st buckaroos head
Up front 0daeo - "
- . for worldwide competition
By Staff Sgt. David Brumley
Group names Kanza Spirit Staff Writer
quarterly Wlnners A group of “Kanza cowboys”
By Staff Sgt. will put on their spurs and hit'§
Jason Whited the trail in just a few days when §
Kanza Spirit Editor they head to Rodeo 2000, th
biennial international tanker
The 931st Air Refueling airlift competition. The 14-man
Group selected its most team, consisting of two separat
recent batch of award aircrew and maintenance
winners at the April squads, will go head to hea

commander’s call. with other teams from more tha
Col. Daniel Opp, 931st a dozen countries at the Staff Sgt. Jason Whited

AR_G Commander, f”md weeklong contest held this ye,a’f'he 931st Air Refueling Group Rodeo Team. Bottom row:
Chief Master Sgt. Billy through May 13 at Pope Airgya joseph Reid, Tech Sgt. Albert Ryder, Senior Master Sgt.

Mead, 931st ARG Force Base, N.C. Lloyd Campbell, Master Sgt. John Boulett, Tech. Sgt. James
Command Chief Master Capt. Tony Harris will lead Kirk, Tech. Sgt. Gary Justice, Top row: Master Sgt. Mark

Sergeant, handed out the the 931st Air Refueling GroupAllen, Master Sgt. Wade Jones, Tech. Sgt. Ernest Goethe,
awards and congratulated team into the fray, and althougt$enior Master Sgt. William Stacey, Lt. Mark Myers, Tech. Sgt.
each recipient on a job well he’s one of the newest memberhn Wallman, Capt. Tony Harris (Team Chief), and Capt.
done. of the unit (having just leftAllen Conard.

The group’s latestaward active duty), he said he felt goo&lobemaster Il units held in the This year’s Rodeo will
winners are: Senior about the team’s chances at thesarly 60s. Back then, aircrewinclude more than 100 teams of
Airman Brad Fields, year's competition. used to compete with oneactive duty, Reserve and Guard
Airman of the Quarter; Senior Master Sgt. Lloydanother in high-pressuretroops and more than 80 aircratft,
Tech. Sgt. Morris Findley, Campbell, 931st Aircraftprecision airdrop contestsincluding C-141s, KC-135s, C-
NCO of the Quarter; Generation Squadron, isThrough the years, thel30s, C-5s, C-17s, and C-9s.
Master Sgt. John heading up the maintenanceompetitions became a mordore than 2,500 people will
Johnston, Senior NCO of squad. He radiated confidenceormal affair, and each yeaicompete in this year’s Rodeo.
the Quarter. when asked for his prediction fomore and more units flying a Editor’s note: For more

Each winner will go on his team, saying their only goaWider variety of jets took part ininformation on Rodeo 2000, surf
to compete for the group’s is “to bring home a trophy.” the event, eager to “show theiover towww.pope.af.mil/R2K/
annual awards early next Rodeo has its roots instuff” and prove they were thendex.htm and watch for our
year. competitions between C-12best in the world. Rodeo recap in the June issue.
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A few last words

By Lt. Col. Ellis Yoder
931st ARG
Deputy Commander

airframes, however. Anyway}
the Vietham War was still goin
strong and air navigation wa
challenging work. Navigator
Since Col. Opp has avery fullvere greatly respected an
agenda for the next month or s@ppreciated in those day
I've offered to help him out byespecially while crossing th
writing the “commander “pond.” Well, change is usuall
comments” for this month. Itfor the good and I'm glad wi
also gives me the opportunity tthave opened the crew entr
pass on a few final words ofdoors to women. I'm glad we
wisdom to those who serve ouhave different uniforms and thatve can perhaps increase th
great nation in the 931st Airthe Vietham War is a distanhumber of people in this world
Refueling Group. memory. And with thewho enjoy the freedoms an
A fond farewell integrated inertial navigationdemocratic way of life that we
The April UTA marked my and GPS systems of today, have all grown up with and takg
last UTA before my retirementhave to admit, the navigatofor granted. If we are successfy
from the Air Force Reserve, anéﬁn,t needed quite as much as that endeavor, then | believe
| want to thank everyone whde once was. | do feel fortunateve do indeed increase th
made it a memorable weekend© have been able to “navigate$ecurity of our own nation for
| appreciated the greagirplanes around the skies righgenerations to come.

retirement party, farewell giftsup to the day | retired. | salute you!

and most of all, the kind words A strong force Although | am retiring from
and comments that were made But, as they say, some thingan active role in our country’s
to me and my family during thenever change. One I've noticedrmed forces, | will never stop
weekend and following myis that free people who aréeing a proponent for a stron
retirement ceremony. I'll nevergoverned under some type afiational defense. | know from
forget the great people I've beedemocratic system don’t starexperience that the men an
fortunate enough to work withwars. Wars seem to always stavtomen who wear the uniform o

t. Col. Ellis Yoder

for 28 years in the USAF andas the result of some dictator naiur country are dedicated,

its various components. Frontontrolling his temptation toprofessional and extremely
Officer Training School in 1972gain more power and controtapable individuals who will get
through the 931st ARG in 2000pver people. Another is that théhe mission done to the best ¢
I've made countless friends andeed for a strong U.S. militarytheir ability. But | also know
made great memories that I'll béorce is as important now as ithere is a limit to what can bg
able to enjoy for the rest of myhas ever been. Although thelone with a few good men an
life. Cold War is over, I'm afraid thewomen. While all of you
Changing times so-called “peace dividend”continue to faithfully serve our
I've seen a lot of Changes irhasn’t quite turned out to be:OUntry, I will be dOing what |
the Air Force since | joined inwhat everyone had expectectan to persuade Washington t
1972. When | began my careefAlthough I'd rather our countryincrease the manning levels g
there were no femalehot be the world’s policemanour armed forces. It's the least
crewmembers flying the line, weany more than anyone else, letsan do to help solve what
wore tan colored uniformS, (thejace |t, we are the Strongeslbelieve to be the blggest prObler
were called 1505s), and th&ation in the world today and ifour military faces today.
workhorse airframes were the Cwe don’t stand up to tyranny In the mean time, keep up th
130s, KC-135s, and B-52saround the world, no one elsgood work and | wish you all the
Oops_“ | guess that part hasn\’ftli” either. If we do stand Upbest. | also hOpe you all enjO_
changed. There have been ma@g@ainst it, however, otheryour AF careers as much as
significant changes to thoséations will join us and togetherenjoyed mine.
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Toll-free number makes for easier billeting reservations

By Staff Sgt. Jason Whited . . . However, all other 931st
Kanza Spirit Editor 031st b|||et|ng hotline reservists who stay either in

billeting or in a downtown hotel

A new toll-free telephone (888) 708-3885 for UTAs will be required to use

number should give McConnell the hotline, and 931st leaders
reservists an alternative way to want to make sure they get the
make UTA billeting reservation or we had a no-showo problem. All he'll have to point.

reservations. Installed April 10When this happened, the grougo is call the hotline again, leave Airmen who fail to cancel
this new number will allow would be charged for a room thadll the required info with eithertheir reservations and wind up
reservists who in the past had too one had even used.” a staff member or the answerings a no-show will be billed for
rely on their unit billeting By calling the billeting service, and all arrangementthe unused room. A second no-
monitors to make hotelhotline, reservists can ensuraill be changed. It's thatshow inthe same year will result
reservation changes for them tthey make the right reservatiosimple. There’s no need tdn that member being denied
reserve their own rooms. because they're in control. Byworry that the reservationaunit funded billeting for six
“We feel this new numbersimply leaving their name, rankwon't be changed or that peoplenonths.
will really simplify things and unit, specific lodging requestwill be charged for a room they However, Kett doesn't
eliminate many of the problemsand a number where they can heever slept in. foresee any major problems with
the group had under the oldeached, reservists can rest The new hotline will apply to the new billeting number. *“It's
system,” said Maj. Terri Kett,assured that they’ll have a roomll 931st units except the 931st0 easy to use, why wouldn't you
931st Air Refueling Groupready for them when they arriveCivil Engineering Squadron.want to take advantage of the
Executive Officer and pointat McConnell for their UTA, “CE will continue to use theirhotline?”
person for the new billetingsaid group officials. If for somepresent system,” said Kett, For more information on the
hotline. “In the past we wouldreason, reservations have to tsdding that group officials don’tnew billeting number, contact
sometimes run into problemghanged because a troop isee the need to fix somethindflaster Sgt. Valerie Adkins or

when someone had to cancel inable to make it to the UTAthat isn’t broken. Kett at 759-3728.
DOD vacation club offers reservists worldwide travel
By Jim Garamone DOD civilian personnel

American Forces Press Serviceverseas. The company al
opened a club Web site a
WASHINGTON — The www.afvclub.com to make it
terms “cheap” and “vacation”easier to book a condo.
don’t often go together, but the To book a $209 vacation|
Armed Forces Vacation Clubcheck the Web site and mak
manages the feat. your selections. Then call the
The club club’s toll-free

started Aug. 1 Check out the number, (800)

1999, offering 724-9988. Give
active and Arm(_ad Forces the vacation
reserve military Vacation Club at  counselor your
ID cardholders \WAWW.avdub.com name, the _
military retirees number of © -
and DOD civilians vacations inpeople traveling with you, your. . U S Alr Forcg photo
resorts around the world forservice and your installation. B%]rgc;lljgh the Armed forces Vacation Club, reservists can ski
. pes of Switzerland or explore the African savannah

$209 per week. More than 1,00@repared to give at least threg, $209 a week.
people have used the club tohoices of places you want to go
date. and times and have a credit carffdlom the sandy white beaches dhe Web site often for up-to-date

Mike Overfelt, vice presidenthandy. Florida's Gulf Coast to theinfo on destinations. Because of
of Cendant Alliance Marketing, Travellers can choose from @anowy resorts of Sweden is opethe popularity of the resorts,
said the company has opened tvariety of domestic or overseaso vacationers. availability changes often, he
program to service members anldcations to visit -- anywhere Overfelt suggested checkingdded.
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NEWS

As a strong economy continues to lure young people away
from potential military service, Air Force Reserve recruiting
officials are hoping a new approach to attracting and training
recruiters will help the command win...

The numbers game

By Staff Sgt. Jason Whited
Kanza Spirit Editor

Instead, members of the AFR( ]
Recruiting Training Branch
have launched a new strategy
While a robust economy and¢changing the way they attrag
low unemployment have beerand train new recruiters in thg
great for the country as a wholdyelief that enticing a ne
everything hasn’t been so rosgeneration of airman requires
for the Air Force Reserve. Unitsiew approach.
across
struggled to meet recruitingOstrow, chief of the AFRC
goals in recent years, unable tRecruiting Training Branch,g
compete with the boomingeverything from how the
civilian job market and attractcommand signs up ne
enough new recruits to fill operrecruiters to how it sells the Ai -
slots. Last year, things took &orce Reserve to potential U. S. Air Force photo
turn for the worse. Despite theirecruits has been revampeqyaster sgt. David McCormick, 931st Air Refueling Group
best efforts, Reserve recruiter8\Ve needed to make a changerecruiter, talks to a potential bluesuiter.
were only able to sign up 8lhe said, adding that officials
percent of the more than 11,000ealized using recruitingboth existing troops and newheir Leave and Earnings
new airmen they needed in fiscdlechniques that hadn’t beemecruits are often part of theStatements.
1999. updated in decades whilesame modern generation. According to Ostrow, applicants
Despite the sagging numbersgxpecting the same number of Recruiting do not need prior recruiting
Air Force Reserve Commandnen and women to sign up for the Recruiter experience to be selected. All
off|C|aI_s have r_efused to throvve_lther a recr_umng_Job or theerS part of this new approach?h_ey really need is a belief in the
up their hands in frustration andirst hitch in uniform was AFRC officials are now using aAlrForce Reserve as a great way
point fingers at recruiters.unrealistic - especially sincehew “Recruit the Recruiter

»0f life, a good attitude and the
program to get the word out tha:f\blllty to project a professional
full-time recruiting jobs

image. The Reserve provides all
each

Missing the Mark

Corps had trouble convincing young Americans to sign u

The Air Force missed its fiscal 1999 goal by 1,800 recru
even though it increased the amount of money it poured
recruiting by 28 percent for an average of more than $5,
for each new bluesuiter.

PRPN Fiscal 1999

‘i’= 500 airmen

Source: National Center for Policy Analysis

Last year, each branch of the service except the Marirgill open.

throughout the command ard€cessary ‘Fa'”'”g .
In what amounts toapplu:ant who is selected is sent

p.an all-out internal media blitz,1© a;;ve;jw:el;tralnlgg COlfI_rse at
itsrecruiting headquarters ig_ac_ and /Al ~orce base, 1exas,
- éjurlng which they are given the

1oadvertisement in every reservI=:0_OIS they ”. need to,compete
with the Air Force’s sister

unit’s newspaper or magazine, in a tiaht iob ket
inviting anyone who i services in a tight job market.

'> Why d fficials feel th
interested to apply for yd Oreserveo |C|a}|s eelt 3
recruiting job. In addition, aneed to run an all-out a

a
reservists and guardsmeﬁampaign to attract recruiters?

receive a sort of “help wanted”

message once a quarter witBee NUMBERS, Page 11
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New options to pay government travel card bills

By Danita Hunter
Air Mobility Command
Public Affairs

TDY is more than 45 days — i
paid. To do this, the travele
checks the “split disbursement’
block at the top of the
SCOTT AIR FORCE BASE, Department of Defense For
lll. — Gone could be the daysl351-2 and fills in the amount
of writing checks, licking to be sent to the charge car
stamps and relying on the U.Saccount. Any money not sent t
Postal Service to deliver thepay the travel card bill will be
money to pay government trave$ent to the traveler’s ban
charge card bills to the Bank oficcount. If there is a balanc
America. remaining on the charge card
Two new options are makinghe traveler will be billed for it
that method of paying obsoleteat the end of the billing cycle. If
Now, bills can be paidthe traveler paystoo much to th
electronically, either by thecharge card, the traveler can ¢
traveler via telephone or by théhe 800 number and request
travel pay office when the travetefund for the credit balance b
voucher is paid. issued. It's as simple as that.
In one new method, the No checks, no stamps, n
traveler can pick up the phongpills to mail.
dial (800) 472-1424 and “speed Travelers gone for more tha
pay” the bill directly from his or 45 days are authorized a

her bank account, after a littlenterim payment to pay for | Saisca: HO AMCIFM

Method 2: Spaad Pay
1. Dial 1-B00-472-1424

2. Bill is peaid from bank account

Method 3: Split Disbursement
Chechk box on top of DD

Form 1351-2

2. Bill is paid from travel pay

settlamant

By Dasila L. Hurlar

set-up work is done — likeaccrued travel expenses. The
providing the bank’s routinginterim, or accrual vouchertiming of the interim paymenttransportation expenses. The
number and the checkingrovides the traveler funds tdoefore the traveler leaves homéraveler may choose either to
account number. This can bpay the government travel car@he process should be simpldave the money deposited into
done from anywhere 24-hoursbill. reliable and, above all, a benefid personal bank account and
a-day. For instance, Air Mobility to the traveler. either write a check or phone in
Another option is for the Command policy is to identify = The amount travelers receivéhe payment, or to elect split-
travel pay office to pay the billtravelers who will be TDY for will be determined by thedisbursement on the travel
when the travel voucher omore than 45 days and establishuthorized entitlement and th@oucher and have the bill paid

interim travel voucher — if thethe amount, recipient andanticipated

Adverse reactions to anthrax vaccine still minimal

By Capt. James Bishop
Air Force Reserve Command General’s office.
Public Affairs With at least 10 countries,
including lraqg and Russia,
ROBINS AIR FORCE actively producing anthrax for
BASE, Ga. -- Despite concernsise as a biological weapon,
and high-visibility refusalsanthrax is a known and real
surrounding the anthraxthreat, “It would be morally
vaccination, the number of thosé&responsible for Air Force
reporting reactions remains lonleaders and the entire
As of March 29, of the nearlyDepartment of Defense not to
1.6 million doses of anthraxprotect our troops against this
vaccine given to servicelethalthreat,” said Lt. Gen. (Dr.)
members, only 674 individualsPaul Carlton Jr., Air Force
have submitted reports ofurgeon general.

adverse reactions Surgeon

lodging andautomatically.

A special thanks

While inprocessing during the March UTA (his first with
the 931st Air Refueling Group) Staff Sgt. David Lumadue,
931st Civil Engineering Squadron, learned of a death in his
immediate family. Because of the help and support of him
during this difficult time, Lumadue would like to extend his
thanks everyone who helped him and his family In particular,
Lumadue expressed gratitude to 1st Lt. Martha Kuder, Tech.
Sgt. Tina Proulx and Chaplain (Maj.) Charles Peterson.

“The efforts of these personnel and the contributions from
group members proved to me Chief Mead’s claim -- in regard
to taking care of its members, the 931st ARG is truly the best
in the Air force Reserve,” he said.

“l and my family will be forever grateful to all who helped
us during this difficult time,” he added.
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By Staff Sgt. Jason Whited

[ |
Kanza Spirit Editor
While some still wonder if C O I I I I ‘ ! C I
the Total Force will ever work

as advertised, a handful of
Reserve, active duty, and Air
National Guard civil engineers

these McConnell airmen have

have stopped wondering about
it and started working at it.

Reaching across lines that have
traditionally separated them,

spent the last year developing gorce. team, led by Tech Sgt. Morris
chemical and biological Formed in late 1998 Findley, 931st Civil Engineer
decontamination system thewcConnell leaders tasked th&quadron chief of readiness,
believe will not only help saveteam with developing a way fobrainstormed and finally came
lives of airmen around the worldtroops  to  decontaminateip with the idea of buying raw
but will prove that the idea of athemselves and their uniformsaterials themselves and
Total Force is a workable realityin the event of a chemical obuilding a system based on their
The 10-man team, led bybiological attack. Up to thatown design.

Reserve civil engineers frompoint, none of the three units Team members worked side
McConnell’s  931st  Air had a viable system (the 22ndy side for months throwing
Refueling Group, and includingARW came closest), and basground ideas, creating and then
airmen from the 22nd Air officials were looking for scrapping various concepts, until
Refueling Wing and the Kansasomething they could use tthey hit upon the idea of using
Air National Guard’s 184th photh train airmen how toPVC pipe and plastic containers
Bomb Wing, has spent the lasfiecontaminate themselve® build something resembling
year overcoming prejudices anduring exercises and to takan assembly line where troops
misperceptions each unit hagvith them on real-worldcould go from station to station,
about the others and has formegeployments. Working overtimedecontaminating and removing
the close working relationshipsafter the regular duty day hadifferent items of clothing at
officials insist are necessary folended, on weekends and argach stop.

the Air Force to become a Totabther time they could find, the “We found that our system
was cost-effective, easy to repair
and superior to any outside
system that was available,” said
Findley. “It's also easy to
palletize, and we can adapt it for
any situation we’'re in -
including the three different
groundcrew ensembles in the
inventory.”

Photos courte
A McConnell civil engine
contamination control ar ¢
recent demonstration. T 't
praised by Air Force offi ¢
from the Pentagon.

Base officials were sobecome the standard for the
impressed with the system thagntire Air Force.
all three units, the 931st ARG, Word of a good thing travels
the 22nd ARW and the 184ttfast in the military and before
BW, adopted it as the systenong, Findley and his team were
their troops will use. In additionon the road demonstrating their
to adopting this so-calledCCA system for everyone from

A Kansas Air National Guardsman processes “contamination control area”officials at the Air Force Civil

through the CCA system during an exercise last system as their standard, bagéngineer Support Agency to
year. McConnell officials said they are impressed at leaders believed the team’®entagon brass. Officials who
how well reservists, active duty troops and invention was good enough texamined the McConnell system

Guardsmen have worked together.



y of Tech. Sgt. Morris Findley
er sets up the new
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Homan, 184th BW point man

] ]
for the project. “Once we started
really working together, you
didn't realize that there were
people from different units - it's

all been a team effort.”
Active duty team members
agree with Findley and Homan.

[ | [ |
“It's been great,” said Staff Sgt.
Richard Williams, 22nd CES.
“All of us working together was
pretty easy.”

Team members agreed the

complied with the regs.” took a concerted effort toproject was a victory for the
AFCESA officials said that succeed. According to FindleyJotal Force, and they added they
although the McConnell systenbumps in the road existed, butow look forward to working
probably won't become the Airteam members refused to leogether. “We're all actually
Force standard (a commercialljhose bumps become roadblock¥elping each other out on a
manufactured system hasn the path toward a Total Forcéegular basis,” said Findley.
already been approved), theffort. They were more like“We no longer view one another
initiative and creativity thesmall speed bumps. “Weas Guard, active duty or Reserve,
McConnell troops showed wasctually came together very wellput as readiness troops with the
impressive. and a support net for one anoth&me goals and responsibilities.”
Captain Joe Wible, 931sdeveloped” said Findley, adding McConnell leaders have been
ARG performance planner, whdhat by the time the team ha@s impressed with their troops’
assisted the team as itsevised the system anderformance as they've been
“facilitator” — and coordinated demonstrated it for Pentagowith the CCA system itself.
all the money, equipment anafficials in February, the top“These guys have really come
anything else members needdurass “couldn’t tell who wastogether and proven that the
to succeed — said the system {Buard, Reserve or active duty.Total Force is an idea whose
so effective it’s even being That sense of teamwork haime has come,” said Col. Daniel
considered by the Kuwaiticarried over into the day-to-dayopp, 931st ARG Commander.
military as their official CCA operations of each of the base’sToday’s ~ Total ~ Force
system. “This team is one of théhree CE units as well, sai¢ommitment means standing
best I've ever seen,” he saidFindley. “There’s a lot of sharingtogether with our active duty and
“These guys have set thénformation,” he added. “I'll Guard brothers and sisters to
standard with this project.”  teach a class for the 22nd duringnsure we accomplish our
Wible added that McConnellthe week when they need helghission. The 931st was proud
leadership has been sand they help us on weekendsto take the lead on this project,

a system during a impressed with both the teanand the Guard is very helpfuRnd we all look forward to
le system has been and their new CCA system, thevith the mask fit program.” ~ continuing to build these
ials as well as top brass entire project has been submitted “This (cooperation) hasrelationships for the betterment

for this year’s Chief of Staffworked out very well,” said of all three units and the Air

liked what they saw. Master SgtTeam Excellence Award. WibleSenior Master Sgt. Roberforce as a whole.”
Sam Love, AFCESE readinespredicts victory for the team
plans manager, said there ar@his is the first operational
many good things about theroject I've seen that actuall
system. used the quality tools to develo
“It was easy to put up, it wasa great product. Their result{#®
lightweight - it was a really speak for themselves.”
inventive idea,” he said. It was Although team members sai e
the first system I've seen come¢hey feel good about meetingil i B S e
through the Air Forcetheir goal and being able to gethe entire CCA system is so mobile and easy to set up that
suggestion program thabs one unit, they added that it fits into one small crate.
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Kanza karate kid

Daughter of 931st sergeant competition.  “I've been

practicing, so | feel pretty

to represent Kansas at national  confident, she said.
And Nikki should feel

Tae Kwon Do Compet|t|0n confident, according her Taq

] . Kwon Do instructor, Darryl
By Staff Sgt. Jason Whited in Tae Kwon Do, a Koreang,enke. “Her chances ar¢

Kanza Spirit Editor martial art characterized by it?eally better than most,” he said
fast movements in which theq e siill level is high and she
Take one look at 13-year-olchands and feet can be used gsq g good foundation in Ta
Nikki Housman, and you’'ddeadly weapons. Each dayk,,on Do.” Gruenke has see
never know she’s actually gsometimes for up to two hourg,o, ability grow with her age,
living, breathing fighting at a time), Nikki practices herynq has been teaching marti:
machine. kicks and her punches, stabbingi< for more than eight years.
This quiet, unassumingat the air with hands and feet 5¢,dies Tae Kwon Do and id
teenager is like many other girlgach day becoming a little more; . <aif an expert in the spor
her age. She loves listening tproficient, a little more agrees with Gruenke and add
pop music, she enjoys schodagkilled...a little more dangerous;, 4t he's pleased with her Staff Sgt. Jason Whited
(her favorite subject is Social All this work and dedication progress. “Of course, I'm veryNikki Housman throws a kick
Studies), she fights with hehave evidently paid off, becaus%roud of her,” said Mack.“Both of them chose to do this -
younger sister and she’s alreadyhis  summer, Nikki  Will «gha's stuck with this, and hasand I'm proud of them for it.”
started thinking about boysepresent Kansas at the Unitefayer et her schoolwork get Mack said that in addition to

(although she won't be alloweg sidetracked. She’slearning self-control, integrity,
to de_lte.for years). _ also become more fitcourtesy and perseverance,
Nikki's daYS are occupied b and has gained moreknowing his girls know how to
the same things that occupie self-confidence land a quick punch or land a
most teens: SChOOl’, friends through Tae Kwon swift kick puts his mind at ease.

homework and family. But Do.” “| know that later (in life) they'll
W_heQ the last _class is over a When she pbe able to take care of
Nikki's done with teachers ang i placed first in her themselves,” he added with a
books for the day, her nights ta 8 division at the smile.

on a different feel. Nikki ' ﬂ ‘ K a n s a s Asthe competition nears,
changes. Something else tak{gy championships backNikki doesn't intend to do
over. Nikki the all-American 11 yoarold Sammi, 13-year-old Nikki in February, Nikki anything different to prepare.
teenager becomes Nikki thgng mack Housman said she felt great -She’s going to stick with what
steely-eyed warrior. because she knewyot her to this point: long hours
Most nights, when her chores . _ that the nationals were her nexf practice. Although she tries
and schoolwork_are done, _shStates Junior O[ymplp T"_"estep. “I was really excited,” sheto sound modest when asked if
slips out of he_r jeans and |_nt<Kwon Do C_hamplgnshlps INsays breathlessly between kickshe thinks she’ll take first place,
her uniform: Wlde_ legged WhlteSan /Antonio. .Th|s ‘Kanza  ‘Mack, whose has anothen broad smile comes across her
cotton pants with matchingwarrior” will join scores of daughter learning the sport, 11face as she takes a quick break
shirt, bright red belt — f':m(_j .aothers her age who have Fr_""ve_l%ar-old Sammi, conceded it's &rom a kicking exercise to rate
thousand yard stare. Nikki igo the week-long competition N1 unusual to have two girlsher chances. As some of the red
ready to rumble. ~ the hopes they can show theyerested in what some considdaced grown men in her class
Since she was in the thirdepresent the next generation @ pe 4 violent activity, but hegasp for air during the short rest,

grade, this mild-manneredlfae Kwon Do masters. insists he never pushed hinlikki looks around the room,
daughter of Master Sgt. Mack Although Nikki has a long daughters into joining him incalmly sighs and brushes her

Housman, 931st Missionway to go before she can cal, o kwon Do. “l didn't force hair back from her eyes. “I think

Support Flight Chief of herself a martial arts master, Sh&ny of this on them,” he saidmy chances are good,” she says.
Personnel Systems, has trainesays she’s optimistic about the '
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Commissary service seafood department, an Other useful pages on the sif
Web site offers m-_store bank and rotlsserleexpla!n the history of the
chicken. commissary system, how muc

The Belvoir store’s site alsocommissary users can expect -
boasts that their commissargave over civilian grocery storeq" s, l
. FORT LEE, Va. . Say, .forwas the winner of the best meaind what the 5 percen .
instance, your family has ]usﬁepartment in a northerrsurcharge is used for.
moved to a new base and yo ommissary in 1999. This type As a service to customers, th
need tp k”OW how late the loc f information might be commissary folks have alsq
commissary IS open. YOL_] coul articularly helpful to someonencluded links to nearly 30 free
ry calling an_d dealing with thetrying to decide whichrecipe sites, 40 othe
endless _ch0|ces offered by thEommissary to patronize in thggovernment sites, and sever;:
base switchboard operator. But’frowded Washington, D.C. grocery, food safety and sma

wouldn’t it be much easier ©3rea. And these are just twbusiness sites.

convenience

i o T
punch up info about your IOCaIexamples chosen at random. U S Air F hot
store on the Internet without - . . S. Air Force photo

) The great thing about these Ajr Force launches Staff Sat. Terrell Parfait. 2nd
having to go through an dividual sit is that th taff Sgt. Terrell Parfait, 2n
elaborate search? Individual sites Is that the neyy fyel card system  Supply Squadron fuels flight,

Well, now you can. The ndvidual store managers edit at Barksdale Barksdale Air Force Base,
lati I, 3|/ h d.' ; IIthem — not someone in the La.,scans one of the new
relatively new (launched in fally te oo Commissary Agency fuel cards before fueling an

1999) Commissaries.com oﬁer%
just about any information YOUallows the stores to put up mor

::Ol“:j be qukmg f(_)r about your ersonalized information abotrJTE_ i+ in the Air F
ocal commissary in one central i taotires and allows theni'St Unitin the Air Force to testthrough March 5 and tested the

site. Individual links will take to make changes instantly. Ifthémd use a new fuel purchassystem from March 8 to April
you to any commissary store iri1nfo about an individual store istracking program April 9. 8.
the system. wrong, the store managers have Called the Automated Data The system reads the Defense
Individual store sites have g, o bt themselves to blam& ©lle€ction System, the newDepartment-issued Air Cards
wealth of information about Besides information onProgram uses an Air Cardand then begins fueling. Once
what's available in your Iocalindividual stores. the site has 3ssigned to each aircraft fothe refueling operation is
store. There is basic informatior;j]umber of helr;ful features_purchasing fuel. completed, the transaction is
such as store hours, directionlgerhaps the most useful is a “It will reduce paperwork, sent via radio to the fuels
to the store, which credit Cardﬁsting of sale items for theS&vV€ money and enhance theomputer.
the store accepts, and the StO[® rrent week. Law prohibitsfIying hour program,” said Being the test base was a
manager’s e-mail address. The, . iccorias from advertisind1@ster Sgt. Melvin French, 2ncthallenge for the fuels flight,
sites also have space for the locgl i, prices outside the store 'UPS. “Now we are using thigrench said.
managers to personalize ang . ihis site lists sales by th&ard here at Barksdale to record “We had to do twice as much
bring attention to any specia ercentage off the regular priCea}ircraft billing information and work in order to ensure the
features their stores offer. The site lists nearly 200 Salé?l|| fuel sales.” information ...was the same as
For instance, the GOOdfe”OWItemS,WhiCh might be a valuable The Air Card is a commercialthe manual entries. Of course
Air Force Base, Texas, store.source to use in planning gredit card pilots and aircrewsvhen you are testing, you incur
offers a full-service deli andshopping list or menus for the&@n use to purchase fuel athore errors than you normally
bakery, featuring made-to-ordef, .o The sale items are brokefe™mMmercial airports. It isdo. But, once it is completed,
deli sandwiches, party trays an own into Convementpresently accepted at 4,20§ou can be proud that you had a
special-occasion decorate ategories, making navigatinglocations worldwide. part in creating something the
cakes. The commissary at ForEhe long Ii’st fairly easy. Aerospace fuels managememdntire  Air Force fuels
Belvoir, Va., features a full- people put card terminals ircommunity will use,” he said.

eadquarters at Fort Lee. This BARKSDALE AIR FOBCE aircraft.
gASE, La., — Barksdale’s 2nd

Supply Squadron became thBarksdale’s fuel trucks Feb. 22
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Spirit Shorts

Need

to outprocess?

If you or someone you know

needs to outprocess for a TDYay contact Group_Training a
reassighment or retirementEXt' 5423 for specific dates /

remember the Military Payl’ocatmns as well as application

Office is only open on UTA Procedures.

Saturdays from 7:30 a.m. to 1 .,

p.m. Movin’on up
Thinking ahead can ensure Congratulations to the

you don't have to come back tdollowing people for completing

base during the week to finistProfessional Military Education

all that boring outprocessingr formal technical training.

stuffl You can get it done during Master Sgt. Mark McGougan

the UTA! completed the Senior NCO

For more info, contact TechAcademy in residence.
Sgt. Anick Wallace in Master Sgt. Gary Cook, 18th

Relocations at Ext. 3665. Air Refueling Squadron,
completed the SNCOA.

Tech. Sgt John Wallman,
18th ARS, completed the NCO

September.

Fill out that
Form No. 93! Academy.

The DD Form 93 provides Senior Airmen Chris Stearns

information on the primary next nd Joe Reid. 931st Aircraft
ofkin,secondarynextofkinancgeneration ' Squadron

other persons to notify in Cas%ompleted Airman Leadership
of your death. School.

This form also serves as the Senior Airman Paul Peek
official document required by931st civil Engineering’
law for designating beneficiarie%quadron completed ALS.
for death gratuity pay and Staff égt. Tim Calhoun
unpaid pay and allowances. 931st AGS, completed Cre\'/v

Cheery stuff, huh? . Chief 7-level school

Members should take this Staff Sgt. Steve Tucker, 931st

requirement seriously and fill it , ~ o completed Hydraulics 7-
out as soon as possible to ensu{(-f{/el,school

their families receive all they're Airman 1st Class Richard

entitied to. Caron, 931st AGS, completed
, L. Hydraulics 3-level school
MPF in-house training Staff Sgt. Mike Dysinger,
The MPF is closed eacp3ist AGS, completed Comm-
Sunday of the UTA from 7:30Nav 3-level school
to 10 a.m. for in-house training. Senior Airman Brandon

Training classes are held in thgjjidren, 931st Mission Support
TNET room (Room No.217),F|ight, completed Security
and all administrative personnetqrces 3-level school

are welcome to attend. eecececccccee

Staff Sgt. Amber Kamm is

NCO Academy dates

We only have three slotsRefueler.
remaining for this fiscal year,
one in July and two in

Interested staff
sergeants with eight years’ time
in service and tech. sergeants

Development Course

locations are available for the
NCOLDP course:

Texas, September 16-24

Spirit Spotlight
Senior Airman Brad Fields
931st Security Forces

This month’s Spotlight selectee comes to use from the 931st
Security Forces Flight. This Columbus, Ohio native has been
in the Air Force for more than eight years and works as a
combat arms instructor.

Staff Sgt. David Brumley
Senior Airman Brad Fields gives a fellow airman some
advice during an M-16 rifle qualification shoot.

Civilian job: Boeing electrical modification mechanic
Favorite way to relax: Spending a quiet day outdoors

What I'm reading now: “He Still Moves Stones”

by Max Lucado
Easiest way to annoy me:Don'’t follow traffic laws
If I won $1 million, | would: Have all my debts cleared, give

10 percent to an organization, invest the rest and live off the
interest

Contact Group Training at
Ext. 5423 for more details.

NCO Leadership

The following dates /
g Human Resource

Development Council

Tinker Air Force Base, Okla., Did you know the council has

retraining to be an In—FIight5 - 9 June 5-9 and July 10-14 lending library of self-
(must attend both weeks)

improvement materials
Ft. Worth Joint Reserve Baseavailable for your use? Group
Training has a complete listing.
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Commissioning
opportunities

A commissioning board wil
convene this summer to selg

two people from the 507th Aijr

Refueling Wing to becom
second lieutenants in Militar
Equal Opportunity an
Intelligence.

Packages are due by June
and interested people shol

contact Tech. Sgt. Thelma

Herrera at Ext. 3625 for mor

information and a copy of the

Deserving Airman
Commissioning Guide.
Applicants must meeg

eligibility criteria as defined ir
Air Force Instruction No. 36
2005.

Upcoming UTAs

Here’s a list of the upcomin
UTAs:

June 10,11

July 15,16

August 5,6

September 9,10

October 14,15

November 4,5

December 9,10

Fitness Walk
The 931st Group Walk t
Fitness has been scheduled
May 6 at 3 p.m. beginning i
front of Building No. 850.

Bring yourself, work-out

clothes and walking shoes
you'll get off work early, you'll
be able to join your friends in
healthy activity and you’ll mak
your unit look good by gettin

the highest stats on the fitng
You must see your ur
fithess monitor and complete a

test.

Air Force Form No. 48 by noo

NUMBERS, continued from Page 4

In the past, said Ostrow, th&keserve has also re-tooled thenly ones who are excited about
command relied on reservistsvay it markets military servicethe way new recruiters are
looking for full-time to a new generation of youndrained. The newbies
employment to volunteer forAmericans, according tothemselves are justas optimistic
recruiting slots. Often, airmenOstrow. To this end, AFRCabout the tools they've been
quickly filled openings. “It was partnered with a civiliangiven to compete against other
a good way to get a full-timecompany, the Brooks Group, tdranches and civilian companies
job,” explained Ostrow. change from the old “tried andor new hires.
%owever, as the economy pickettue” recruiting techniques to a Tech. Sgt. Brian Jackson,
| up and people left the Reservehat Ostrow termed a “newwho has pounded the pavement
"for higher paying full-time more customer-focused way ofor only about six months in
Ycivilian jobs, the command’sselling.” Brooklyn looking for recruits
jpool of potential recruiters dried “This is not some ‘out of theoozes excitement and
p a bit. Today, more than d&ox’ approach,” said Ostrow.enthusiasm when he talks about
502en recruiting jobs remainThis is a way of selling that hashow he was trained to bring in
pen with no one to fill them. been customized just for theew bluesuiters. “We were
To convince more airmen taReserve.” definitely taught how to
E{/olunteer, Reserve officials are Reserve recruiters are howommunicate effectively,” he

outlining what they call antrained in a new way to talk torecalled. Jackson said officials
“attractive” benefits packagepotential airmen - how tomade sure he knew how to
designed to get more bluesuitersonnect with them acrossompete for the attention of
to agree to do the job. Benefitgenerational lines andoday’s young people and how
for reserve recruiters includemphasize more what theito “distill” his pitch to a few
 full-time pay and allowances, arcountry can do for them tharcentral ideas. “We now
extra $375 a month in speciavhat they can do for theirdefinitely focus on what we can
duty pay, the right to carry thecountry. do for them,” he said.
green ID card and all the Accordingto recruitersinthe The Reserve believes this
Oprivileges and  benefitsfield, the new approach is a hugapdated approach will pay off.
associated with it and in somstep in the right direction. “Our people already put more
areas of the country, the “This new approach isnew people in per recruiter than
possibility of government-leasedsomething we really needed,any other branch,” said Ostrow,
housing. Ostrow also pointedgaid Senior Master Sgt. Ternadding that officials think the
out that the Reserve also offer&osh, a recruiter assigned to theommand just needs more newly
a more attractive rank structurd40th  Airlift Wing in trained recruiters to meet its
and higher promotion rate thaMilwaukee, Wis. “Kids don’t annual goals.
active duty troops. need us like they used to. Recruiters themselves agree.
Recruiting officials hope thisNowadays, the patriotism justWe can’t keep doing things the
new marketing campaign willisn’t there, and things likesame way,” said Gosh. “I'm
Dbring in enough new blood taraining and education that theglad this (program) isn't gonna
forelp the Reserve fix its mostised to come to us for they cago away like some initiatives
npressing problem: attractingget from someone else.” have in the past. Am |
new airmen. Senior troops like Gosh whaoptimistic that we can make our
The bottom line have lived through the “leannumbers and introduce the
- In addition to changing thetimes” and watched the ReservBeserve to a whole new
way it attracts recruiters, thestruggle to sign up enougtgeneration with this modern way
airmen in recent years aren't thef doing business? Oh, yeah!”

t

(n QD g

Have a story idea?
Call the Spirit Staff at Ext. 3616!

n

to get credit for the test.
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Wichita
Weekend

Cinco de Mayo
Saturday and Sundayj,

Evergreen Park, 265-0490; Old

Town Farm & Art Market, 722-
8965

25th Annual

Polkatennia
Friday-Sunday, The Cotillion
Ballroom, 11120 W. Kellogg,
722-4201. 3pm -midnight Fri;
noon-midnight Sat,;11-7 Sun|
Admission $9.for Friday and
Sunday; $11 Saturday.

Park City Blue Grass

The following movies will be
showing at the base theater
during the May UTA:

Friday
“The Ninth Gate” (R)
2 hours, 7 minutes

Saturday
“Anna and the King” (PG-13)
2 hours, 29 minutes

Staff Sgt. David Brumley

A fine finish

Maj. Randy Brink, Maj. C.D. Wilson and Senior Master
Sgt. Monsa Dugger hose down Maj. Art Roveto after his
fini-flight last month. Roveto was one of the first
members of the 18th Air Refueling Squadron when it
stood up at McConnell in 1995.

Sunday
“Here on Earth” (PG-13)
1 hour, 36 minutes
Other area theaters:

Festival
Friday-Sunday, Kansas
Coliseum, 1-135, Exit No.17 at
35th St. N. Annual Park City

Bluegrass Festival featureal

traditional bluegrass music an

Seat 755-SEAT(7328). 744-
2026

Cinemas East 6: 684-2805
Towne East 4. 685-1121
Towne East 2. 681-2717
g'Cinemas West: 729-5665

Old Town Wichita Pops Concert
Barbecue Cookoff Saturday, Century Il, 225 W
Saturday, Old Town, Info:Douglas. Enjoy the excitin

J. Burk, 262-3555. Feast osounds of the 1926 wurliTzerTowne West 5: 945-5093

p-smackin’ barbecue and votdheater organ. Adm: $12 eaghiNorthrock 14: 636-5432
performers. $15-40, Select-AzJ. ihe pest

season tickets,
SEAT(7328)

$30, 75bNorthrock 6: 636-5431
Palace: 721-7949
Premier Palace: 691-9700
Warren Theater: 721-9545

931st ARG/PA
53280 Topeka Street
Suite 221

McConnell AFB, KS 67221-3767
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